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raised to 4,000 zat, 4,000 horse and he was given a crore of
dam by way of reward. Saif Khan, the former faujdar of
Belgaum, was made his deputy. In 1704, as a result of the
transfer of Rustam Dil Khan to Haiderabad, the faujdari
of Nusratabad and Mudgal was also placed under his
charge.1

After reducing almost all the important Maratha forts to
submission, the Emperor moved his armies towards Wakin-
khera, the famous Berad stronghold. The Berads, besides help-
ing the Marathas against the Mughals, were a constant
source of mischief in the Gulbarga district. They carried their
destructive inroads into all the surrounding territory. Pirya
Nayak had succeeded Pern Nayak as chief of the tribe. He had
collected a large army, and his daring raids into the Imperial
territory became too frequent to be ignored any longer. The
Emperor resolved to lay siege to the fort in person. He reached
it on the 8th February 1705. Chin Qilich Khan, the Subedar
of Bijapur, in whose jurisdiction the territory of the Berads
lay, joined the Emperor. The siege operations began under
the command of Chin Qilich Khan and Tarbiyat Khan (the
Commander of Artillery). They raised two high mounds and
carried their approaches to the walls of the fortress. The
siege continued for a considerable time without any substan-
tial result for the besiegers. The besieged had ample provisions
for a protracted resistance. The garrison kept up an incessant
fire, driving back the attacks of the besiegers. Seeing that the
siege was going to be a protracted one, the Emperor in person
joined the besiegers. When Dhana Jadav came to know this,
he immediately dashed up to the fort in order to rescue his
family who had taken shelter there. He pressed the Mughal
army hard, and succeeded in cutting the lines of commu-
nication.

Chin Qilich Khan seems to have played a conspicuous part
in this siege. He led the assault on Lai Tikri, a hillock of
considerable strategic importance in the neighbourhood of the
fortress. But they had no material for digging trenches, nor
had they enough men to be able to resist for any length of
time the assaults of the enemy. They were soon outnumbered
and compelled to retire. As Chin Qilich Khan had not con-

1 Mdathir-i-'Alamgm, pp. 494, 496.